

















PUBLIC POLICY MANUAL

LEGISLATIVE REPORT CARD

How Business Friendly Are Your Elected Officials?

Every year the Chamber Government Affairs Council (GAC) works closely with local City Council
members and our state legislature as part of our commitment to advocate on behalf of our members and
to promote the economic vitality of our community. The GAC regularly monitors and tracks business
related issues by working with elected officials to research issues and advocate for the business
community both locally and in the capitol. In order to hold elected officials accountable for how they
vote for or against business, we track the vote records of our local leaders and publish it so the business
community is aware of which local leaders are really a friend to business. These were the votes cast in
favor of business during 2008.

Henry T. Perea 100% Senator

Dave Cogdill 100%

Blong Xiong 100% Assemblymember

Michael Villines 100%

Cynthia Sterling  83% 23 Assemblymember 90%

o

Lis Tom Berryhill

Mike Dages 67% Assemblymember

Juan Arambula 29%

Larry Westerlund 50%
(Left office in late April 2008,
replaced temporarily by Paul
Caprioglio)

Senator
Dean Florez 29%
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FRESNO CHAMBER MEMBERS CONTINUE TO
PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN FRESNO COUNTY

Since 1885 the Fresno Chamber has served to promote business and enhance the economic and
cultural well being of the people of Fresno County. Over the past century the Fresno Chamber
has had the opportunity to serve and advocate on behalf of our business members, both large
and small from industries across the board. What started out as a small group of local
businesses has become a 2,000 member organization representing over 90,000 employees.

The Fresno Chamber membership is a reflection of small businesses across California and the
United States. Specifically, 85% of our membership is comprised of businesses with 25
employees or less, making “small” business the backbone of the Chamber’s concern.

Though small businesses continue to move our region forward, their concerns are often left
unheard by lawmakers. The Chamber seeks to advocate on behalf of those small businesses to
government on the local, state and federal level so that the interest of hard-working businesses
are recognized.

In 2009 the Fresno Chamber will continue to advocate on behalf of our Chamber membership

on issues such as healthcare, insurance costs, frivolous lawsuits, meal period legislation,
flexible workweek schedules and excess regulation on how we do business.

After 124 years we still serve business one
member at a time...

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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